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Meet Darka (empirical baseline) 

● A composite persona (N=266)

Quantitative surveys: 
early 2022 (N=133) & 2024 (N=133) 
+ Focus groups (2025)

● 2022: Peacetime Kharkiv student, 
pursuing creative realization, 
working bilingually, and expecting a 
predictable European job market



Meet Darka (empirical baseline) 

● 2024: A hyper-pragmatic practitioner 

operating on the frontline of information 

defence

● Pragmatic pivot: From passive student to 

“Militant Agent”



The Pragmatisation of Motivation: 
Survival Over Self-Expression



From Passive Student to “Militant Agent”



From Passive Student to “Militant Agent”

Interest in “sensationalism” fell by 

half to 13.5%, while demand for 

“accuracy” (89.5%) and 

“professional responsibility” 

(59.4%) skyrocketed



Linguistic Shibboleth & The English Paradox



Linguistic Shibboleth & The English Paradox



3 Policy Pillars

● Labor

Abolish the “passion tax”. Donors 

must mandate paid junior positions

● Education

Digital competencies first: OSINT, 

grant management, EMI…

● Language



DARKA
Our future


